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Introduc!on to Humani!es
Spring 2022 - Irvine Valley College

This course introduces students to themes central to humanis!c inquiry and to the methodologies employed by humanists to analyze ar!s!c and
wri"en expressions that incorporate these themes. Students examine works of literature, art, architecture and philosophy chosen from a variety of
historical periods and representa!ve of dis!nc!ve approaches to the themes under discussion. (Catalog Descrip!on)
This semester we will be using the theme of “The Subject of Desire." In this case, the term "subject" is used in an ambivalent sense to refer both to
our treatment of desire as a "topic," but more importantly to also refer to the idea that human beings, as "subjects," are not only always desiring, but
are, in fact, "produced" by desire. Desire is what gives our lives meaning. Desire is what shapes our "reality."
Majoring in the Humani!es can be beneficial for students in pursuit of voca!ons in content crea!on (film, television, video games, graphic novels,
music, theater, etc.) and public policy, as well as in teaching. But that all college students should spend some !me studying in the Humani!es is at
the heart of what higher educa!on is all about. For over a thousand years "ge"ng an educa!on" has meant studying the Humani!es. It meant
engaging with ideas and culture in ways that make us think about our place in the universe, our life together in community, and our individual
journeys through !me. Today, almost all poli!cians and many educators have forgo"en this mission focusing instead on "voca!onal training" so that
you can "earn a living" (which really means "ge#ng a job so you can pay your taxes and make your employers and their stockholders really, really
rich). We in the Humani!es want to see all of you equipped to pursue your goals and dreams, but as the only intellectuals in academia who focus on
the idea that human life, human thought, and human being-in-the-world is of paramount importance, we do not neglect this central mission of
educa!on. Unlike other disciplines in the university that focus on how to make a living, in the Humani!es we focus on how to live. We do more
than oﬀer you a set of skills to use in the marketplace, we oﬀer you a path to wisdom--that is to the art of living.
I will be introducing you to this "educa!on" in this class. I will not be "teaching you how to think" (is that really all that diﬀerent from teaching you
what to think?) so much as I will be forcing you to think. Though I will be acknowledging counterarguments to my own views and posi!ons, I will not
be trying to teach you ideas that I believe are wrong just so I can pretend to be "fair" and "unbiased." (Why waste !me on nonsense?)
Instead, we will be showing you what the Humani!es can do for you that can't be done in any other school or discipline in the university. I will be
forcing you to think about yourself, your life, your rela!onships, your communi!es, and your world. Though I will be teaching the same thing to all of you,
each of you will be learning something diﬀerent as you work through these ideas from within your own context. For this reason, your ques!ons,
observa!ons, and perspec!ves are part of the process. I have spent decades of my life studying these ideas and texts. This means that I have a
certain exper!se that you do not yet have. I want to impart this exper!se to you, so I will definitely come to each class with plenty to say. But
ul!mately the goal is not for me to transfer my ideas to you, but for you to develop your own ideas. I will be showing you how I think as much as I
will be telling you what I think, but the goal is for you to think. To that end, in every class session I try to present you with new ideas and
approaches that will require you to reflect and think on your own.
Let's get started!

This is a transfer course that fulfills part of your General Educa!on Requirements. To succeed in this course, you will need to have college level
reading, wri!ng, speaking and thinking skills. You will need to be able to write analy!cally, coherently and clearly and read (some!mes challenging)
texts cri!cally.

Stephen Felder, Ph.D.
Oﬃce Hours During COVID-19 crisis on Zoom:
Join Zoom Mee!ng
h"ps://ivc-edu.zoom.us/j/3031992697?pwd=aHIrbWp3R3d6bjFrY3ZsbkNuMm1qQT09
Mee!ng ID: 303 199 2697
Passcode: FelderIVC

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday/Wednesday 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday 4:00-5:00 p.m.
949-451-5311/sfelder@ivc.edu
Preferred Pronouns: he, him, his

Course Requirements
“For each hour of lecture, the course should require two hours of outside of class study (homework) and/or assigned outside of class ac!vity.”
(from California Community Colleges Guidelines for Title 5 Regula!ons, Chapter 6, Part 1)
This means the requirements for the summer-session version of this course will be as follows:
A"endance at lecture 3 hours a per week, ac!vely engaged and taking notes.
On average, 150 pages of reading per week.
About 15 pages of formal academic wri!ng involving serious revision and development.
Two "essay-style" exams (no notes or books).

Evalua!on
100 points: Paper 1: 3-5 pages (typed and double-space)
100 points: Paper: 2: 3-5 pages (typed and double-space)
150 points: Paper 3: 5-7 pages (typed and double-space)
100 points: Midterm Exam
100 points: Final Exam.
Grades will be assigned according to the following scale:
A: 90-100%
B: 80-89.9%
C: 70-79.9 %
D: 60-69.9%
F: 00-59.9%

Required Texts
The following texts are available at the IVC Bookstore:
Sigmund Freud, Civiliza!on and Its Discontents. ISBN: 9780393301588
Alison Bechdel, Fun Home. ISBN: 9780618871711
Plato, The Symposium (in Reeves, Plato on Love) ISBN: 9780872207882
Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me. ISBN: 9780679645986
Sophocles, An!gone. (Trans. Paul Woodruﬀ.) ISBN: 0872205711
Shakespeare, Hamlet. Any edi!on will do, but I recommend one of the following:
The Arden Shakespeare Cri!cal Edi!on (Best notes and text.) ISBN: 9781472518385
The Pelican Shakespeare (Decent, aﬀordable, compact.) ISBN: 9780140714548
The Norton Cri!cal Edi!on. (Be"er than Pelican, not as good as Arden.) ISBN: 9780393640106

The following excerpts are available on Canvas:
Todd McGowan, Psychoanaly!c Film Theory and the Rules of the Game (excerpt)

You will also be required to watch the following films:
Beginners (Dir. Mike Mills)
Ver!go (Dir. Alfred Hitchcock)
"Nosedive" (The Black Mirror, Season 3, Episode 1)
Lost in Transla!on (Dir. Sofia Coppola)

Student Learning Outcomes
(These are poli!cal nonsense that a group of mindless bureaucrats require me to include in the syllabus. They have nothing to do with your grade, learning,
or general well-being. Just ignore them.)
Given a prompt for a representa!ve literary text, cultural ar!fact, or work of art, students will write a coherent, well-supported and well-reasoned
argument advancing an analysis of that literary text, cultural ar!fact, or work of art.
Given a prompt for a philosophical text, students will write a coherent, well-supported and well-reasoned argument advancing an analysis of that
philosophical text.
Given a prompt for a representa!ve historical problem, students will write a coherent, well-supported and well-reasoned argument advancing an
analysis of that historical problem.

Actual Learning Objec!ves:
By the end of the course the student should be able to ar!culate a theory of desire based on their study of Freud, Lacan, and Plato. This will
be evaluated in a ques!on on the final exam, but may also be developed in Paper #3.
By the end of the course the student should be able to explain key concepts from Freud, Lacan, and Plato and apply those concepts to
analyzing ideas, themes, and ac!ons in Beginners, Ver!go, An!gone, Hamlet, Fun Home, and Between the World and Me. This will be assessed in
both the papers and exams assigned for this course.
By the end of the course the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to read, analyze, and evaluate college-level texts. This will be
demonstrated in Papers #1 & #2.
By the end of the course the student should be able to ar!culate an understanding of race and gender based on their careful considera!on
and analysis of assigned texts (including films). This will be assessed on Paper #3 and the Final Exam.
By the end of the course the student should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the dialec!cal rela!onship between the historical
context of the produc!on of the ideas developed in the assigned texts and those ideas. This will be demonstrated on the Midterm and Final
exams.

A"endance
You will not be graded on a"endance, but poor a"endance (and poor a"en!on) will almost certainly lead to your receiving a failing grade in this class.
Addi!onally, IVC strongly encourages instructors to drop students who miss more than 15% of the class. Therefore, students missing more than
360 minutes of class, for any reason (including excused absences), may be dropped from the class without warning. However, it is the student's
responsibility to withdraw from the class if you have decided to stop a$ending.
We will NOT hold synchronous class sessions.

IVC Wri!ng Center Help
The Online Wri!ng Center is here to support you in your Humani!es and Social Sciences courses! Enrolling in the Wri!ng Conference (WR 385)
gives you access to the virtual Wri!ng Center on Canvas, with wri!ng resources, and the opportunity to receive individualized feedback from IVC
English instructors on brainstorming, dra&s, and revision to help you strengthen your wri!ng assignments. This is extremely valuable help, and not
available to this extent at many colleges. Especially in online learning, students will benefit from the person-to-person connec!on and communica!on the
Wri!ng Center oﬀers. If you are also enrolled in Wri!ng 1 or Wri!ng 2 this semester, make sure to enroll in WR 181 or WR 182 instead of WR
385.
Here is a welcome video for students enrolled in the Wri!ng Center, that describes how the Center will work online:
h"ps://youtu.be/lZcKiAv2Lfs

Late Work
The papers must be submi"ed at midnight on the day they are due to Turni!n (via Canvas). These assignments will be docked a le"er grade for
every day, or part of day, they are late.
Exams must be taken during the date and !me assigned unless, in extenua!ng circumstance, PRIOR arrangements have been made with the
instructor.

Taking Good Notes
Don't just copy meaningless phrases. Copy notes that will be your intellectual journal for what I cover in class. Go back to those notes frequently,
reviewing and adding to them on your own. Check out the following websites for help with note-taking:
(great source with six diﬀerent systems).

From California College San Diego
From Utah State

(a short list of !ps).

(a PowerPoint PDF with several methods explained).

Classroom Conduct
Disrup!ve students will be asked to leave the class. I invite your comments and ques!ons, but ask that you raise your hand or otherwise wait to be
acknowledged before oﬀering your comments or ques!ons. Talking, tex!ng, or wri!ng notes to other students in the class is considered disrup!ve
behavior and you will be asked to leave the class. A&er being asked to leave the class for the second !me, you will be referred to the college
administra!on for disciplinary ac!on.

PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONES.
Use of cell phones during class !me is absolutely prohibited

I do allow you to record my lectures.

If you put your head down on your desk, I will stop the class to ask you to find a more comfortable place to rest.

On Plagiarism
plagiarize /'pledrz/ ( also plagiarise )
→ verb
[with obj.] take (the work or an idea of someone else) and pass it oﬀ as one's own.
take the work or an idea of (someone) and pass it oﬀ as one's own.
- DERIVATIVES plagiarizer noun .
(From: "plagiarize verb" The Oxford Dic!onary of English (revised edi!on). Ed. Catherine Soanes and Angus Stevenson. Oxford University Press,
2005. Oxford Reference Online. Oxford University Press. Irvine Valley College. Accessed: 8 January
2008 h"p://www.oxfordreference.com/views/ENTRY.html?subview=Main&entry=t140.e59317 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
)

From the IVC Academic Dishonesty Policy:
Plagiarism is any conduct in academic work or programs involving misrepresenta!on of someone else's words, ideas or data as one's original work,
including, but not limited to, the following.
inten!onally represen!ng as one's own work the work, words, ideas or arrangement of ideas, research, formulae, diagrams, sta!s!cs, evidence
of another.
taking sole credit for ideas and/or wri"en work that resulted from a collabora!on with others.
paraphrasing or quo!ng material without ci!ng the source in the text.
submi#ng as one's own a copy of or the actual work of another person, either in part or in en!rety, without appropriate cita!on (e.g.,
term-paper mill or internet derived products).
sharing computer files and programs or wri"en papers and then submit individual copies of the results as one's own individual work.
submi#ng substan!ally the same material in more than one course without prior authoriza!on from each instructor involved.
modifying another’s work and represen!ng it as one’s own work.
Students caught plagiarizing will receive an “F” for the assignment and may be reported to the college administra!on for disciplinary ac!on.

ADA Statement
Irvine Valley College makes reasonable accommoda!ons for qualified students with documented disabili!es. If you have a disability that qualifies
under the Americans with Disabili!es Act (ADA), impacts your work for this class, and necessitates accommoda!ons, you should contact Disabled
Students Programs and Services (DSPS) at 949-451-5630 or Student Services Center SC 171 for informa!on on appropriate policies and
procedures. Disabili!es covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabili!es, or chronic health disorders, among others. Students
can contact DSPS if they are uncertain whether a medical condi!on/disability qualifies, or if they feel they may have a learning disability.

Grading Rubric For Papers

·

“A”

“C”

Complex, sophis!cated thesis.

Your paper was original, insigh"ul, going
·
All claims supported by wellbeyond ideas discussed in class. You have a
chosen quota!ons that are integrated
clear, complex thesis. Your essay
into the argument of the paper.
demonstrates your thorough understanding of
the material covered by the assignment,
·
No awkward sentences, no
texts, and lectures.
unnecessary sentences, or extraneous
informa!on.

·

“B”

Clear, argumenta!ve thesis.

While you may have some conceptual or
·
Suﬃcient number of quota!ons to
factual diﬃcul!es, you are doing real analysis
support claims.
and argumenta!on. You go beyond the ideas
discussed in class and you clearly and logically ·
Language is clear and ar!culate.
present your argument.
·
No awkward sentences, no
unnecessary sentences, or extraneous
informa!on.

Okay, you get the basic idea(s) covered by the
assignment, but you tend to just repeat what I
said in class, o&en giving me the impression
that you don’t quite “get it.” You tend to think
in generali!es and write in clichés.

·

General thesis or controlling idea.

·
Uses textual evidence, but does
not always choose the best quotes.
O&en quotes are not well integrated
into the paper’s argument.
·
Some awkward sentences, poor
word choices, lack of organiza!on.

“D”

You don’t really know what you are talking
about. You tend to jump from idea to idea
without explaining the rela!onship between
ideas. Your use of textual evidence is awkward
and/or inadequate.

The “D” paper fails to demonstrate
adequate comprehension of the
assignment, material, and/or lectures
but may also be characterized by severe
diﬃcul!es with reading and wri!ng
Standard Wri"en English.

This essay may be excessively brief,
disorganized, or a collec!on of random
thoughts without any over all sense of
organiza!on. Usually this kind of essay
is also characterized by awkward prose
and is plagued by gramma!cal and
syntac!cal errors, but not always.
Some!mes a competent writer has an
inadequate command of the course
material.

You do not seem to understand the material
covered by the assignment.
“F”
Or, essay is plagiarized in part or whole.
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A NOTE ON EXAMS
Purpose: The primary purpose of the exam is to evaluate your mastery of the texts, concepts, and methods developed in the course. The purpose
of the exam is not to see if you are “naturally smart” or a “good test-taker,” neither is it to evaluate what you may have learned in high school, other
classes, or on Wikipedia.
Format: You can expect the exam ques!ons to be challenging, requiring you to demonstrate a combina!on of knowledge, insight, and skill in
responding to the ques!ons. You will be expected to be able to iden!fy important people, texts, images, events, and ideas from the course. You will
be expected to explain and analyze key arguments presented in the course. You will be expected to demonstrate your ability to apply what you
have learned in the course to analyzing new problems, texts, and ideas.
Evalua!on I will grade your exams holis!cally, meaning I will not assign specific points to specific ques!ons, but will read the en!re exam to
measure your over all grasp of the material. The best exams do more than “regurgitate” key terms and phrases, but demonstrate a sophis!cated
understanding of the complexi!es of the arguments presented in class and in the assigned texts. In assigning a le"er grade my goal is to make
appropriate dis!nc!ons between the levels of performance demonstrated by the students in the class. I will use the following rubric as a guide:

Class Schedule
(All of the lecture videos are available by clicking on "Lecture Videos with Cap!ons" in the menu.)

Week 1: January 18-23
Read: Civiliza!on and Its Discontents Chapter 1.
Watch the following video lectures:
Intro to Class
Freud Chapter 1

Week 2: January 24-30
Read: Civiliza!on and Its Discontents Chapters 2 & 3.
Watch the following video lectures:
Freud Chapter 2
Freud Chapter 3

Week 3: January 31-February 6
Read: Civiliza!on and Its Discontents Chapters 4 & 5.
Watch the following video lectures:
Freud Chapter 4
Freud Chapter 5

Week 4: February 7-13
Read: Civiliza!on and Its Discontents Chapters 6 & 7.
Watch the following video lectures:
Freud Chapter 6
Freud Chapter 7

Week 5: February 14-20
Read: Civiliza!on and Its Discontents Chapter 8 and the excerpt by Todd McGowan from Psychoanaly!c Film Theory and The Rules of the Game.

Watch the following video lectures:
Freud Chapter 8
McGowan: Brief Summary of Civiliza!on and Its Discontents by Todd McGowan
McGowan/Key Lacanian Terms

Week 6: February 21-27
Watch "Nosedive" (from Black Mirror, Season 3, Episode 1; available on Ne(lix and on this page [scroll down]
Watch the film, Beginners (also available on our Canvas Home Page)
Watch the following video lectures:
Nosedive
Todd McGowan The Death Drive
Beginners
Paper #1 is due at 11:59 on Sunday, February 27.
How to View Feedback on your Papers

Week 7: February 28-March 6
Read Plato, Symposium 172a-194e (in Plato on Love)
Watch the following video lectures:
Plato, Symposium, Introduc!on
Plato, Symposium, Phaedrus
Plato, Symposium, Pausanias
Plato, Symposium, Eryximachus
Plato, Symposium, Aristophanes

Week 8: March 7-13
Read Plato, Symposium 194e-223d (in Plato on Love)
Watch the following video lectures:
Plato, Symposium, Agathon
Plato, Symposium, Socrates
Plato, Symposium, Dio!ma
Plato, Symposium, Alcibiades

Week 9: March 14-20
Watch the film, Ver!go (available on our class Home Page).
Watch the following video lectures:
Ver!go Lecture

Week 10: March 21-27
Spring Break (March 20-26)

Week 11: March 28-April 3
Midterm Exam (Take Home) due at 11:59 p.m. on April 3.

Week 12: April 4-April 10
Paper #2 is due at 11:59 p.m. on April 17.
How to View Feedback on your Papers

Week 13: April 11-17
Read An!gone
Watch the following video lectures:
An!gone Lecture 1
An!gone Lecture 2
An!gone and Lacan

Week 14: April 18-24
Read Hamlet
Watch the following video lectures:
Hamlet and the Subject of Desire
Hamlet, Key Texts

Week 15: April 25-May 1
Read Bechdel, Fun Home
Watch the following video lectures:
Fun Home, Lecture 1
Fun Home, Lecture 2

Week 16: May 2-8
Read Coates, Between the World and Me
Watch the following video lectures:
Coates, Between The World and Me

Week 17: May 9-15
Watch the film, Lost in Transla!on (available on our Canvas Home Page)
Watch the following video lectures:
Lecture on Lost in Transla!on

Week 18: May 16-18
Paper #3 Due at 11:59 p.m. on May 18
How to View Feedback on your Papers

Week 19 (FINALS): May 19-25
Final Exam (Take Home)
Due 11:59 p.m. May 24th
All work must be submi"ed by. 11:59 p.m. on May 25th. Canvas will close at that !me exactly. No more work can be submi"ed at that
point.

Course Summary:
Date

Details

Sun Feb 27, 2022

# Paper #1

Due
due by 11:59pm
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Sun Apr 3, 2022

# Midterm Exam (Take-Home)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Apr 17, 2022

# Paper #2

due by 11:59pm

Wed May 18, 2022

# Paper #3

due by 11:59pm

# Final Exam (Take Home)

due by 11:59pm

# H. Wang Final Exam

due by 11:59pm

Wed May 25, 2022

# Midterm Makeup Exam (Remotely Proctored)

